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Wesselhöft Awards Annual  "Skunk Master" Award

OKLAHOMA CITY -State Rep. Paul Wesselhoft today awarded his fourth  annual "skunk master award" to House Bill …. --- the "stinkiest bill of the session."

Wesselhoft said, “Higher Education never steps up and takes their fair share of budget cuts; this is massively resented by other agencies.  Higher Education relies on other agencies to make the sacrifices that they are unwilling to make. And what little cut they endure; they annually threaten to raise tuition to make up for the difference. Of course parents and students pay the bill.” 

Wesselhöft says, “Higher Education only cares about them, not the state.  Such a poor lesson to pass on to their students” said Wesselhoft, R-Moore. 

Wesselhoft awarded clothes pins to the following courageous representatives who opposed the greed displayed by Higher Education:  
…

The Skunk Master Award is awarded to the bill Wesselhöft said most exhibits the smell of waste, pork, greed or hypocrisy. The Moore Republican created the award for the worst (smelliest) legislation of the year because he had grown weary of lousy bills, convoluted state budgets and poor state management.
“It is clear that the fault lies with Governor Henry,” Wesselhöft affirms, “How can he justify cutting Higher Education by only 3.3 %, while slashing from 7 to 9.3 % a number of agencies we rely upon for our public safety?”  He continues, “Public safety most be the highest priority of any responsible governor, not education. I repeat, public safety must be the highest priority of any responsible governor, not education!” 

The Governor’s “insisted” budget cuts higher Education by only 3.3 % and Common Education and Career Technology Education by 2.9 %. However, Wesselhöft presses, “This budget cuts District Courts by 9.3 %; Court of Criminal Appeals by 7.8 %; Oklahoma State Burial of Investigation and the District Attorneys by 7.0 %; this smells like a skunk; someone give me a close pin!”
